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“Barbie and her creator, the sharp-elbowed gal who built the biggest toy company, have a
story to tell.”<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-
com:office:office" />
 —Time
 
Barbie and Ruth by Ruth Gerber is the remarkable true story of the world’s most famous
toy and the woman who created her. It is a fascinating account of how one visionary
woman and her product changed an industry and sparked a lasting debate about women’s
roles. At once a business book, a colorful portrait of an extraordinary female
entrepreneur, and a breathtaking look at a cultural phenomenon, Barbie and Ruth is a
must read for anyone who ever owned a Barbie doll—a book Publishers Weekly calls, “a
stirring biography…a fine study of success and resilience.”
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Barbie and Ruth by Ruth Gerber is the remarkable true story of the world’s most famous toy and the woman who
created her. It is a fascinating account of how one visionary woman and her product changed an industry and sparked a
lasting debate about women’s roles. At once a business book, a colorful portrait of an extraordinary female
entrepreneur, and a breathtaking look at a cultural phenomenon, Barbie and Ruth is a must read for anyone who ever
owned a Barbie doll—a book Publishers Weekly calls, “a stirring biography…a fine study of success and resilience.”
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Cofounder of the Mattel Company, Ruth Handler and her husband, Elliot, turned the toy industry upside
down, not only with the 1959 creation of Barbie and the subsequent introduction of boyfriend Ken but also
with Hot Wheels and prescient advertising tie-ins to the Mickey Mouse Club. Yet the behind-the-scenes
journey is just as fascinating as the public persona: born the tenth child of Polish-Jewish immigrants, Ruth
was raised by her sister—and, early on, recognized the talent of her husband as a designer. Motherhood was
not her natural state of being, though she named both dolls after her children. After being forced out of
Mattel in the 1970s, Ruth then founded a second company, “Nearly Me,” producing prosthetics designed for
women who had undergone mastectomies—just like her. Tragedy, unfortunately, continued to strike the
family; son Ken died of AIDS in 1994, and Ruth herself lost her battle with cancer in 2002. Despite the
research, Handler seems to have a two-dimensional luster, rather than the pioneering and dynamic
businesswoman seen in other articles and books. Nonetheless, a fascinating account of entrepreneurial ups
and downs. --Barbara Jacobs

Review
“This stirring biography is a fine study of success and resilience.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Gerber’s smoothly-written biography paints a fearless business woman as a devoted wife, a too-busy
mother and a rock-‘em-sock-‘em executive.” (New York Post)

“Barbie and her creator, the sharp-elbowed gal who built the biggest toy company, have a story to tell.”
(Time magazine)

Review
Gerber's smoothly-written biography paints a fearless business woman as a devoted wife, a too-busy mother
and a rock-'em-sock-'em executive. -- New York Post

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Robin:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Barbie and Ruth:
The Story of the World's Most Famous Doll and the Woman Who Created Her to read.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Mitchell Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
sense happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Barbie and Ruth: The Story
of the World's Most Famous Doll and the Woman Who Created Her is kind of book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Audrey Rivas:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Barbie and Ruth: The Story of the World's Most
Famous Doll and the Woman Who Created Her can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Barbie and Ruth: The Story of the World's Most Famous Doll and the Woman Who
Created Her.

Jason Cook:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Barbie and Ruth: The Story of the World's Most Famous Doll and the Woman Who Created
Her we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose
to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
with that book Barbie and Ruth: The Story of the World's Most Famous Doll and the Woman Who Created
Her. You can more appealing than now.
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