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In this readable and thought-provoking history of bisexuality in the classical age,
Eva Cantarella draws on the full range of sources—from legal texts, inscriptions,
and medical documents to poetry and philosophical literature—to reconstruct and
compare the bisexual cultures of Athens and Rome.
 Reviews of the earlier edition:
 “Cantarella presents the ancient evidence in a straightforward fashion, draws
insightful comparisons between heterosexuality and homosexuality, and
elucidates the larger cultural context of erotic experience. With its wide scope the
book speaks to the classicist, the layman with an interest in antiquity, the student
of sexuality, and even to the unabashed seeker of piquant anecdotes.”
—John F. Makowski, Classical Journal
“An important study that is destined to take its place next to the classic works of
Foucault and Pomeroy.”—Alan Mendelson, History: Reviews of New Books
“Offers a valuable, close-in reassessment of intricate evidence, freshly
researched, readable, and open-minded.”—Alan Sinfield, Gay Times
“This is a book I recommend for all students of sexology.”—Milton Diamond,
Journal of Psychology & Human Sexuality
“Easily the best book on the topic.”—John Buckler, Historian
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—John F. Makowski, Classical Journal
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Editorial Review

Review
"Cantarella presents the ancient evidence in a straightforward fashion, draws insightful comparisons between
heterosexuality and homosexuality, and elucidates the larger cultural context of erotic experience. With its
wide scope the book speaks to the classicist, the layman with an interest in antiquity, the student of sexuality,
and even to the unabashed seeker of piquant anecdotes." John F. Makowski, Classical Journal "An important
study that is destined to take its place next to the classic works of Foucault and Pomeroy." Alan Mendelson,
History: Reviews of New Books "Offers a valuable, close-in reassessment of intricate evidence, freshly
researched, readable, and open-minded." Alan Sinfield, Gay Times "This is a book I recommend for all
students of sexology. The book is a treasure trove of both major areas of information that sexologists would
do well to master and trivia that they might enjoy knowing." Milton Diamond, Journal of Psychology &
Human Sexuality "Easily the best book on the topic." John Buckler, Historian "A valuable contribution to
scholarship about sexual orientation." Richard C. Friedman, Psychoanalytic Quarterly "A sexological tour de
force... Among students and professionals with even a minimum of sexological curiosity, it will strike a new
spark of enlightenment." John Money, Ph.D., Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease "Cantarella's work,
based on classical sources, points up the multiplicity of possible social and cultural solutions to the
underlying problem of bisexual trends in men... It shows us that every society struggles to formulate ways in
which to order the complexity of human sexuality and thus places our current American efforts within a far
larger perspective of human history." Jessica P. Byrne, M.D., Psychoanalytic Books: A Quarterly Journal of
Reviews "Eva Cantarella's cultural history of bisexuality in the ancient world... is an intriguing and
accessible study that draws upon a wide range of primary texts and sources... A fascinating account of the
multi-layered nature of bisexuality in ancient times." Paul Johnson, Pink Paper "Ambitious, learned, and
thought-provoking... The author displays an impressive command of a wide range of primary and secondary
sources, and writes with blessed clarity." Charles C. Chiasson, Southern Humanities Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

From the Back Cover
"Cantarella presents the ancient evidence in a straightforward fashion, draws insightful comparisons between
heterosexuality and homosexuality, and elucidates the larger cultural context of erotic experience. With its
wide scope the book speaks to the classicist, the layman with an interest in antiquity, the student of sexuality,
and even the unabashed seeker of piquant anecdotes." —John F. Makowski, Classical Journal "An important
study that is destined to take its place next to the classic works of Foucault and Pomeroy."— Alan
Mendelson, History: Reviews of New Books "Offers a valuable, close-in reassessment of intricate evidence,
freshly researched, readable, and open- minded."—Alan Sinfield, Gay Times "This is a book I recommend
for all students of sexology."—Milton Diamond, Journal of Psychology & Human Sexuality "Easily the best
book on the topic."—John Buckler, Historian "A valuable contribution to scholarship about sexual
orientation."—Richard C. Friedman, Psychoanalytic Quarterly "A sexological tour de force. . . . Among
students and professionals with even a minimum of sexological curiosity, it will strike a new spark of
enlightenment."—John Money, Ph.D., Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease "Cantarella's work, based on
classical sources, points up the multiplicity of possible social and cultural solutions to the underlying
problem of bisexual trends in men. . . . [It] shows us that every society struggles to formulate ways in which
order and complexity of human sexuality and thus places our current American efforts within a far larger
perspective of human history."—Jessica P. Byrne, M.D., Psychoanalytic Books: A Quarterly Journal of



Reviews "Eva Cantarella's cultural history of bisexuality in the ancient world . . . is an intriguing and
accessible study that draws upon a wide range of primary texts and sources. . . . A fascinating account of the
multi- layered nature of bisexuality in ancient times."—Paul Johnson, Pink Paper "Ambitious, learned, and
thought-provoking. . . . The author displays an impressive command of a wide range of primary and
secondary sources, and writes with blessed clarity."—Charles C. Chiasson, Southern Humanities Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ida Hamilton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book Bisexuality in the Ancient World has been making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication Bisexuality in the Ancient World is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship with all the book Bisexuality in the Ancient World. You never feel lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Beverly Sands:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Bisexuality in the Ancient World.

Viola Boucher:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Bisexuality in the Ancient World why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Marge Lee:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we



know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Bisexuality in the Ancient World we can take more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Bisexuality in the Ancient
World. You can more inviting than now.
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