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In the first comprehensive look at Iranian art and visual culture since the 1979
revolution, Talinn Grigor investigates the official art sponsored by the Islamic
Republic, the culture of avant-garde art created in the studio and its display in
galleries and museums, and the art of the Iranian diaspora within Western art
scenes. Divided into three parts—street, studio, and exile—the book argues that
these different areas of artistic production cannot be understood independently,
revealing how this art offers a mirror of the sociopolitical turmoil that has
marked Iran’s recent history.
 
Exploring the world of galleries, museums, curators, and art critics, Grigor
moves between subversive and daring art produced in private to propaganda art,
martyrdom paraphernalia, and museum interiors. She examines the cross-
pollination of kitsch and avant-garde, the art market, state censorship, the public-
private domain, the political implications of art, and artistic identity in exile.
Providing an astute analysis of the workings of artistic production in relation to
the institutions of power in the Islamic Republic, this beautifully illustrated book
is essential reading for anyone interested in Iranian history and contemporary art.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Dense with history and politics and provides an important window into a culture that many find inscrutable.
However, instead of negatively affecting the narrative, such complications make the portrayal of Iran’s
contemporary art scene more fascinating. . . . A valuable addition.” 
(ARLIS/NA)

“Grigor reports and documents the history behind Contemporary Iranian Art coherently and expertly.”
(Journal of the Society for Contemporary Thought and the Islamicate World)

“Filled with beautiful visual imagery and penned in readable prose, Grigor’s history illuminates Iran’s visual
culture with a suitably rich complexity.” 
(Art Asia Pacific)

“Richly illustrated and compellingly argued, Contemporary Iranian Art is a welcome addition to an
emerging scholarly literature on contemporary art in non-Western and postcolonial societies.  It will be of
interest to students and scholars of modern and contemporary art and architecture, visual culture, Middle
Eastern and Asian studies, and globalization, as well as to general readers and an art world audience of
curators, critics, and artists. . . . Highly recommended”
(Choice)

“This book is a brave venture, a pioneering act of service to a broad readership. Iran counts as among the
most dynamic and charismatic phenomena in the field of contemporary art, and to learn about it one has had
to rely largely on vacuous marketing ploys of this lucrative body of artistic material. Grigor’s painstaking
research for this book, her rich collection of visual and discursive data, her insights, and her very readable
prose contribute not only to our understanding of contemporary Iran but also to the broader study of
contemporary global arts into which Iran should and does fit firmly. In many ways, this book will be a
benchmark for all future studies on contemporary Iranian arts.” 
(Sussan Babaie, author of Isfahan and its Palaces)

“Grigor’s Contemporary Iranian Art is a rigorous and authoritative statement about art that will be essential
to anyone interested in Iranian culture and history. It also provides much needed education for an art
audience hungry for a scholarly, detailed, and historically minded treatment of the Iranian contemporary art
world.”  
(Peter R. Kalb, author of Art Since 1980: Charting the Contemporary)

About the Author

Talinn Grigor is associate professor in the Department of Fine Arts at Brandeis University in Boston and
the author of Building Iran: Modernism, Architecture and National Heritage under the Pahlavi Monarchs
and Identity Politics in Irano-Indian Modern Architecture.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Callaway:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Contemporary Iranian Art: From the Street
to the Studio will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Eugene Glover:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Contemporary Iranian Art: From the Street
to the Studio to read.

Marcia Ogburn:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Contemporary Iranian
Art: From the Street to the Studio book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Laura Dumas:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Contemporary Iranian Art: From the Street to the Studio can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.
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