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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Pippin's "modernism" is the ideology behind empirical science, liberal democracy, and universal reason.
Arnold Toynbee first noticed that modernism was in danger in his landmark A Study in History . Lately, it
has been flayed by philosophers (Derrida, Foucault) and others who see it as a bourgeois "first world"
doctrine. Pippin thinks there is an alternative: Hegel rejected every kind of external constraint on what
humans ought to believe (postulating limitations even to empirical science and morality based on Kant's
objective universal reason), but he showed us our interdependence and so gave us a basis for community.
Pippin claims Hegel's logic is imperfect and imperfectible, and he is skeptical of the time-transcending
Absolute Spirit and the notion of objective historical progress serving to undergird human rights. He thus
leaves the oppressed to appeal to the communal reasoning of their oppressors. This difficult book will
challenge those who believe in objective reason.
- Leslie Armour, Univ. of Ottawa, Canada
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
Modernism as a Philosophical Problem,Second Edition presents an interpretation of the negative and critical
self-understanding characteristic of culture since romanticism and especially since Nietzsche, and answers
the question of why the issue of modernity became a philosophical problem in European tradition.

Pippin defends an original re-narration of the development of modern philosophy, substantially different
from that common in orthodox, postmodernist and critical theory discussions, and one much more sensitive
to the radicality of the most complete expression and defense of a modernist self-understanding - the
classical German Idealist tradition, especially the position defended by Hegel. This interpretation is the basis
for the claim that no paradigm shift, ideology critique, or new way of thinking can dispense with or
overcome such modernist aspirations. In fact, the author argues, one can still detect the persistence of such
aspirations and commitments in some of the harshest modernity critics, in Nietzsche and in Heidegger
especially.

This unique and engaging view of modernity is an essential read for students, academics, and researchers
studying Modernism, 20th Century Philosophy, Social Theory, and Hegel and German Idealism.

About the Author
Robert B. Pippin is the Raymond W. and Martha Hilpert Gruner Distinguished Service Professor in the
Committee on Social Thought and the Department of Philosophy at the University of Chicago. He is the
author of several books on the modern philosophical tradition and one on literature, Henry James and
Modern Moral Life (1999), as well as numerous articles on similar topics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Doyle:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even



knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Modernism as a Philosophical
Problem: On the Dissatisfactions of European High Culture is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Frederick Avelar:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Modernism as a
Philosophical Problem: On the Dissatisfactions of European High Culture book because book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Jillian Diaz:

Typically the book Modernism as a Philosophical Problem: On the Dissatisfactions of European High
Culture will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Modernism as a Philosophical Problem: On the Dissatisfactions of European High Culture is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

John Merritt:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Modernism as a Philosophical Problem: On the
Dissatisfactions of European High Culture can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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