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Editorial Review

Review

'Hwang's book is a welcome life jacket amid a sea cluttered with ill-informed volumes written by instant
experts on terrorism that often magnify the symptoms but are blissfully ignorant about the cause. . . . Unlike
many studies that seek to explain the roots of violence in political repression of a lawless state and a sense of
powerlessness and humiliation stemming from foreign occupation, Hwang shifts the attention to the positive
role the state can play in promoting nonviolent strategies of mobilization and empowerment among Muslim
groups. Summing Up: Recommended. All undergraduate, graduate, and research collections.' - Choice

'In this book, Julie Chernov Hwang addresses a very important puzzle in the study of Islamist mobilization.
Why do some groups pursue Islamist goals peacefully, through established channels of political
participation, while others choose violence? By including a broad range of cases outside of the Middle East,
she paints a nuanced picture of Islamist mobilization that shows great diversity of forms, including through
democratic means. She offers an important corrective that shifts the debate away from the narrower focus on
violent mobilization that has dominated the study of Islamist groups. Hwang usefully refocuses our attention
on the role of state institutions and channels of participation through a careful examination of several
detailed cases. It is a fine example of focused comparative analysis that opens up new directions of inquiry
and provides useful new insights on the study of this important question.' - Jacques Bertrand, Associate
Professor of Political Science, University of Toronto, Canada

'At a time when many observers in the United States and in Western Europe judge that the association
between radical Islam and violence is a foregone conclusion, Hwang, by focusing on case studies,
demonstrates cogently that Islamists may employ peaceful mobilization strategies and reject violence
depending on opportunities for expressing themselves through political participation, the effectiveness of the
state as regards law enforcement, and provision of social and educational services as well as the influence of
external factors. Islamic radicalism and violence, it appears, are not inextricably linked. A very timely piece
of work that is essential reading not only for scholars studying Islam and politics but also policymakers and
diplomats who have to deal with societies with substantially Muslim populations.' - Ilter Turan, Istanbul
Bilgi University, Turkey

'Since 9/11 much discussion has centered only in the rise of radical and violent political Islam in certain parts
of the globe. There has been little discourse on peaceful Islamic mobilization that has been continuing to
gain momentum in many parts of the Muslim world in the last two decades at least. This can clearly be seen
in the dynamics of Islam in the three countries studied by Hwang - Indonesia, Malaysia, and Turkey. The
fact that these countries are the least arabicized in the Muslim world provides strong evidence that Islam and
Muslim are far from monolithic. Using a comparative approach, she has been very successful to uncover
distinctive peaceful Islamic mobilization in each country that is in turn very crucial for the future of Islam
and the Muslim world confronting the age of globalization. No doubt this book will enrich the readers with a
better grasp of Islamic dynamics in the present days.' - Azyumardi Azra, Professor of History, Director of
Graduate School, State Islamic University, Jakarta, Indonesia, and member of Council on Faith, World
Economic Forum, Davos, Switzerland

'In this fine comparative study, Hwang provides a timely and important account of the synergy between state
capacity, institutional inclusivity, and Islamist mobilization. In so doing, she posits a compelling explanation



for the predominantly peaceful nature of political mobilization in Muslim societies. Equally significant is the
fact that Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim World achieves this by shifting the terms of reference
away from the Islamic 'heartland' and introducing readers to non-Arab contexts and narratives. This book is
impressive both in its empirical depth, conceptual scope, and analytical rigor, and is a must-read for all who
are interested in obtaining a deeper appreciation of social and political trends in the non-Arab Muslim world.'
- Joseph Chinyong Liow, Associate Dean and Associate Professor, S. Rajaratnam School of International
Studies, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

About the Author
JULIE CHERNOV HWANG is an Assistant Professor at Goucher College, Maryland, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim World:
What Went Right seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim
World: What Went Right is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
with all the book Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim World: What Went Right. You never feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jon Estrada:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim World: What Went Right your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim
World: What Went Right giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Derrick Tompkins:

Beside this Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim World: What Went Right in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim
World: What Went Right because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you



have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Nancy Collins:

You will get this Peaceful Islamist Mobilization in the Muslim World: What Went Right by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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