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This book takes a Lacanian, and related post-structuralist perspective to
demythologize ten of the most heavily utilised terms in spatial planning:
rationality, the good, certainty, risk, growth, globalization, multi-culturalism,
sustainability, responsibility and 'planning' itself. It highlights that these terms,
and others, are mere 'empty signifiers', meaning everything and nothing. Based
on international examples of planning practice and process, Planning in Ten
Words or Less suggests that spatial and urban planning is largely based on the
construction and deployment of ideological knowledge claims.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This book is essential reading for all planning practitioners and theorists. It is well written and thoroughly
researched. It has a comprehensive bibliography and it should be required reading for all planning theory
courses.' Australian Planner 'This is an important book written by two of the world's leading planning
theorists...a must read for all urban and regional planners and others seeking a theoretical framework that
provides an understanding of the complex concepts that planning practitioners deal with on a daily basis.'
Urban Policy and Research 'Whether or not one agrees with applicability of Lacanian psychoanalysis to
spatial planning, this book is essential reading for planning professionals. This stimulating work draws on a
range of literature and offers the startling conclusion that the ten most used terms in spatial planning are
empty signifiers, empty rhetoric. A reader may occasionally be disturbed by the authors' global worldview.
But, against the backdrop of economic and social turmoil, they are on the mark in arguing that planners - like
everyone else - should work toward a just goal - that of the emotional, intellectual, and material wellbeing of
the "global Other".' Antti Talvitie, Helsinki University of Technology, Finland 'This is a remarkable
book...The authors' command of the literature is simply amazing, and the tutorials that they run must be very
stimulating.' Environment and Planning B: Planning and Design

About the Author
Dr Michael Gunder is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Architecture and Planning at the University of
Auckland, New Zealand. Professor Jean Hillier is Associate Dean, Sustainability and Urban Planning at
RMIT University, Australia

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Epp:

This Planning in Ten Words or Less: A Lacanian Entanglement with Spatial Planning tend to be reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Planning in Ten Words or Less: A
Lacanian Entanglement with Spatial Planning can be one of several great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Planning in Ten Words or Less: A Lacanian
Entanglement with Spatial Planning giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Della Bailey:

Exactly why? Because this Planning in Ten Words or Less: A Lacanian Entanglement with Spatial Planning
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the



meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

William Evans:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Planning in Ten Words or Less: A
Lacanian Entanglement with Spatial Planning e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Planning in
Ten Words or Less: A Lacanian Entanglement with Spatial Planning as good book but not only by the cover
but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jean Taylor:

This Planning in Ten Words or Less: A Lacanian Entanglement with Spatial Planning is new way for you
who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Planning in Ten Words or Less: A Lacanian Entanglement with Spatial Planning can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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