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When Louis XVIII returned to the throne in 1814, and again in 1815, France
embarked upon a period of uneasy cohabitation between the old and the new. The
writers of the age, who included Chateaubriand, Stendhal, Balzac, and Mme de
Duras, agreed that they lived at a historical turning point, a transitional moment
whose outcome, though still uncertain, would transform the French way of life--
beginning with the French way of love. The literary works of the Bourbon
Restoration ceaselessly return to the themes of love, sex, and marriage, partly as
vital cultural questions in their own right, but also as a means of critiquing the
deficiencies of past regimes, negotiating the politics of the present, and
imagining the shape of the political future. In the literature of the Restoration,
love and politics become entwined in a mutually metaphorical embrace.

The Amorous Restoration, the first book in English devoted to literary and
cultural life under the last Bourbon kings, considers this relationship in all its
richness and many contradictions. Long neglected as a drab historical backwater,
the Restoration emerges here as a vibrant era, one rife with sharp cultural and
political disagreements, and possessed of an especially refined sense of allusion,
discretion, and even humour. Drawing on literature, journalism, political writing,
life writing, and gossip, The Amorous Restoration vividly recreates the erotic
sensibilities of a pivotal moment in the transition from an amorous old regime to
erotic--and political--modernity.
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uneasy cohabitation between the old and the new. The writers of the age, who included Chateaubriand,
Stendhal, Balzac, and Mme de Duras, agreed that they lived at a historical turning point, a transitional
moment whose outcome, though still uncertain, would transform the French way of life--beginning with the
French way of love. The literary works of the Bourbon Restoration ceaselessly return to the themes of love,
sex, and marriage, partly as vital cultural questions in their own right, but also as a means of critiquing the
deficiencies of past regimes, negotiating the politics of the present, and imagining the shape of the political
future. In the literature of the Restoration, love and politics become entwined in a mutually metaphorical
embrace.

The Amorous Restoration, the first book in English devoted to literary and cultural life under the last
Bourbon kings, considers this relationship in all its richness and many contradictions. Long neglected as a
drab historical backwater, the Restoration emerges here as a vibrant era, one rife with sharp cultural and
political disagreements, and possessed of an especially refined sense of allusion, discretion, and even
humour. Drawing on literature, journalism, political writing, life writing, and gossip, The Amorous
Restoration vividly recreates the erotic sensibilities of a pivotal moment in the transition from an amorous
old regime to erotic--and political--modernity.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Andrew J. Counter is Associate Professor of French at the University of Oxford and a Fellow of New
College. He has previously held positions at King's College London and Gonville and Caius College,
Cambridge, and studied French at Christ's College, Cambridge. He works on all aspects of nineteenth-
century French cultural life. His first book, Inheritance in Nineteenth-Century French Culture: Wealth,
Knowledge, and the Family appeared with Legenda in 2010.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erma Carver:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The
Amorous Restoration: Love, Sex, and Politics in Early Nineteenth-Century France? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Eric Graves:

This The Amorous Restoration: Love, Sex, and Politics in Early Nineteenth-Century France are generally
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Amorous
Restoration: Love, Sex, and Politics in Early Nineteenth-Century France can be one of many great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might
be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Amorous Restoration:
Love, Sex, and Politics in Early Nineteenth-Century France forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So
, let's have it and revel in reading.

Irma Hughes:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Amorous Restoration: Love, Sex, and Politics in Early



Nineteenth-Century France can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Gary Johnson:

This The Amorous Restoration: Love, Sex, and Politics in Early Nineteenth-Century France is great guide
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word
or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Amorous Restoration: Love, Sex, and Politics in Early Nineteenth-Century
France in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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