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Modern history shows that a nation's success largely depends on the way it
manages its money. In times of war, finance has been just as crucial to victory as
firepower. But where do money and politics meet? Starting in 1700 and ending at
the present day, Niall Ferguson offers a bold and dazzling analysis of the
evolution of today's economic and political landscape. Far from being driven by
the profit motive alone, out recent history, as Ferguson makes clear, has also
been made by potent and often conflicting human impulses - sex, violence and
the desire for power.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In a work that neatly marries the subjects of his previous books, Ferguson, who made his name with
controversial popular histories of World War I (Pity of War, 1999) and the Rothschild banking empire
(House of Rothschild, 1998), continues to challenge conventional wisdom. Here, he argues that the
enormous expense of war, which forces governments into fiscal innovation, is the primary agent of financial
change and its political repercussions, which sometimes include starting new wars. In Ferguson's view,
political crises defined broadly to include those spurred by religion, law and culture cause both wars and
financial disasters; the ensuing political outcomes determine the long-term economic fallout. Economic
events, on the other hand, affect politics in indirect and unpredictable ways. Emphasizing the nuances and
exceptions to his argument, he marshals economic statistics to support it, though he does not discuss
alternative explanations for financial change. Despite frequent, jarring digressions into the minutiae of 1980s
British politics and in praise of Thatcherism, the book is lucidly argued. But for a history that focuses so
much on war, it includes little discussion of the military. Most controversially, Ferguson challenges the
orthodox assumption that the world is headed toward a peaceful, prosperous and democratic global future.
Economic success does not always lead to stability, he argues, and economic freedom is neither necessary
for economic growth nor sufficient for political freedom. Nor, he warns, will economic globalization
necessarily lead to greater economic or political cooperation. (Mar.) Forecast: This book will be more talked
about than read, though it will attract serious readers. Like Ferguson's The Pity of War, its merits should
outlive the controversy over its predictions.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this scholarly tome, Ferguson (history, Jesus Coll., Oxford; The Pity of War) presents a heavily noted,
high-level economic analysis of the impact of economic trends on political change. As he thoroughly
analyzes the nexus between economics and politics, he delves deep into the complex relationship among
economic principles and international war, political changes in major countries, social liberalization, and
national demographics. He challenges the prevailing principles of well-known author Paul Kennedy (The
Rise and Fall of the Great Powers), specifically that economic change is the prime mover of political change,
contending rather that the conflicting impulses of sex, violence, and power are together more powerful than
money. In the book's many dense chapters, Ferguson argues that political institutions have often dominated
economic development, and he deftly integrates historical trends and eras, multiple economic principles and
theory, as well as modern economic growth and development. This very complex economic analysis will
well serve larger university libraries supporting higher-level study in economics, especially international
economic theory. Dale Farris, Groves, TX
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Ferguson is a history fellow at Oxford's Jesus College and author of The House of Rothschild (1998-99), an
exhaustively detailed, well-crafted chronicle of the banking dynasty. Today it is an oft-repeated notion that
global corporations have supplanted national governments in setting policy and wielding influence. But
Ferguson contends that throughout the last 300 years, economics has not been the primary driving force
behind political and social change. He suggests that sex, violence, and power have been significant factors in
shaping world events. He pulls together a boggling array of data and historical references to reach
provocative conclusions, some of which seem to be contradicted by current events. For example, he predicts
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that individual national currencies will proliferate--even as more countries announce that they are switching
from their own system to either the dollar or the euro. Time will tell! David Rouse
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laura Mason:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Cash
Nexus: Money and Power in the Modern World, 1700-2000, you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Lois Maestas:

The book The Cash Nexus: Money and Power in the Modern World, 1700-2000 has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after looking over this book.

Joseph Cosgrove:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Cash Nexus: Money and Power in the Modern World, 1700-2000 your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The Cash Nexus: Money and Power in the Modern
World, 1700-2000 giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Donald Noble:

You can get this The Cash Nexus: Money and Power in the Modern World, 1700-2000 by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about



your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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