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Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., has been called the greatest jurist and legal scholar
in the history of the English-speaking world. In this collection of his speeches,
opinions, and letters, Richard Posner reveals the fullness of Holmes'
achievements as judge, historian, philosopher, and master of English style.
Thematically arranged, the volume covers a rich variety of subjects from aging
and death to themes in politics, personalities, and law. Posner's substantial
introduction firmly places this wealth of material in its proper biographical and
historical context.

"A first-rate prose stylist, [Holmes] was perhaps the most quotable of all judges,
as this ably edited volume shows."—Washington Post Book World

"Brilliantly edited, lucidly organized, and equipped with a compelling
introduction by Judge Posner, [this book] is one of the finest single-volume
samplers of any author's work I have seen. . . . Posner has fully captured the acrid
tang of him in this masterly anthology."—Terry Teachout, National Review

"Excellent. . . . A worthwhile contribution to current American political/legal
discussions."—Library Journal

"The best source for the reader who wants a first serious acquaintance with
Holmes."—Thomas C. Grey, New York Review of Books
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Legendary U.S. Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell Holmes is not only a giant in American legal history
but is also remarkable for having been a master prose stylist. This collection, edited by Richard Posner, who
is himself a federal judge, contains essays, speeches, letters to friends, and legal opinions that give the reader
a highly enjoyable look into the thoughts that emanated from a very active mind.

From Library Journal
Oliver Wendell Holmes is a major figure not only in American law but also in American letters. Edited by
noted judge and legal scholar, Posner, this excellent one-volume anthology offers a mixture of Holmes's
letters, speeches, and judicial opinions. Posner's introductory essay provides a fine framework for
understanding Holmes's varied attitudes and multiple approaches to judicial issues. Posner sees Holmes's
distinctive contribution as a "writer-philosopher" who placed literary/rhetorical skills and philosophical
insight into legal work, and Holmes's correspondences with major late 19th-and early 20th-century
personalities reveals that era's intellectual ferment. Posner's skillful analysis of Holmes's work is a
worthwhile contribution to current American political/legal discussions.
- Steven Puro, St. Louis Univ.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., has been called the greatest jurist and legal scholar in the history of the English-
speaking world. In this collection of his speeches, opinions, and letters, Richard Posner reveals the fullness
of Holmes's achievements as judge, historian, philosopher, and master English style.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Huckins:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Essential Holmes:
Selections from the Letters, Speeches, Judicial Opinions, and Other Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.
to read.

Frederick Roark:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Essential
Holmes: Selections from the Letters, Speeches, Judicial Opinions, and Other Writings of Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Jr. suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book



untitled The Essential Holmes: Selections from the Letters, Speeches, Judicial Opinions, and Other Writings
of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.is a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world on this book.

Sebrina Knapp:

Typically the book The Essential Holmes: Selections from the Letters, Speeches, Judicial Opinions, and
Other Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after reading this book.

Carmine Caulfield:

The book untitled The Essential Holmes: Selections from the Letters, Speeches, Judicial Opinions, and Other
Writings of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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