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Dependent on a shrinking supply of bamboo, hunted mercilessly for its pelt, and
hostage to profiteering schemes once in captivity, the panda is on the brink of
extinction. Here, acclaimed naturalist George Schaller uses his great evocative
powers, and the insight gained by four and a half years in the forests of the
Wolong and Tangjiahe panda reserves, to document the plight of these
mysterious creatures and to awaken the human compassion urgently needed to
save them.

"No scientist is better at letting the rest of us in on just how the natural world
works; no poet sees the world with greater clarity or writes about it with more
grace. . . . Anyone who genuinely cares for wildlife cannot help being grateful to
Schaller--both for his efforts to understand the panda and for the candor with
which he reports what has gone so badly wrong in the struggle to save it from
extinction."--Geoffrey C. Ward, New York Times Book Review

"Schaller's book is a unique mix of natural history and the politics of
conservation, and it makes for compelling reading. . . . Having been in giant
panda country myself, I found some of the descriptions of the animals and
habitats breathtaking. Schaller describes the daily routines and personalities of
the giant pandas he studied (as well as their fates thereafter) as though they were
his blood relatives. . . . Schaller's brilliant presentation of the complexities of
conservation makes his book a milestone for the conservation movement."--
Devra G. Kleiman, Washington Post Book World

"George Schaller's most soulful work, written in journal style with many asides
about a creature who evolved only two to three million years ago (about the same
time as humans). . . . Here, conservation biology confronts an evil that grinds
against hope and shatters the planet's diversity. Written with hope."--Whole Earth
Catalog

"A nicely crafted blend of wildlife observation and political-cultural analysis. . . .
The Last Panda is a sad chronicle of our failure, so far, to stem the decline of the
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animal that may be the most beloved on the planet."--Donald Dale Jackson,
Smithsonian
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Dependent on a shrinking supply of bamboo, hunted mercilessly for its pelt, and hostage to profiteering
schemes once in captivity, the panda is on the brink of extinction. Here, acclaimed naturalist George Schaller
uses his great evocative powers, and the insight gained by four and a half years in the forests of the Wolong
and Tangjiahe panda reserves, to document the plight of these mysterious creatures and to awaken the human
compassion urgently needed to save them.

"No scientist is better at letting the rest of us in on just how the natural world works; no poet sees the world
with greater clarity or writes about it with more grace. . . . Anyone who genuinely cares for wildlife cannot
help being grateful to Schaller--both for his efforts to understand the panda and for the candor with which he
reports what has gone so badly wrong in the struggle to save it from extinction."--Geoffrey C. Ward, New
York Times Book Review

"Schaller's book is a unique mix of natural history and the politics of conservation, and it makes for
compelling reading. . . . Having been in giant panda country myself, I found some of the descriptions of the
animals and habitats breathtaking. Schaller describes the daily routines and personalities of the giant pandas
he studied (as well as their fates thereafter) as though they were his blood relatives. . . . Schaller's brilliant
presentation of the complexities of conservation makes his book a milestone for the conservation
movement."--Devra G. Kleiman, Washington Post Book World

"George Schaller's most soulful work, written in journal style with many asides about a creature who evolved
only two to three million years ago (about the same time as humans). . . . Here, conservation biology
confronts an evil that grinds against hope and shatters the planet's diversity. Written with hope."--Whole
Earth Catalog

"A nicely crafted blend of wildlife observation and political-cultural analysis. . . . The Last Panda is a sad
chronicle of our failure, so far, to stem the decline of the animal that may be the most beloved on the
planet."--Donald Dale Jackson, Smithsonian
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Only George Schaller, the intrepid and clear-eyed biologist and author, could have written this book. In 1980
Schaller became the first foreigner allowed to study the panda in its native habitat, in China's Sichuan
Province. Five years later he emerged shaken and angered by what he saw as mismanagement leading to the
panda's decline. Schaller is unafraid to criticize the Chinese government, the U.S. government, even the
World Wildlife Fund, which uses the panda as its logo. This beautiful, passionate book shows that, sadly,
even a species as well-known and well-loved as the panda faces a grim future in modern Asia.

From Publishers Weekly
From 1980 to 1985 Schaller ( The Mountain Gorilla ) was engaged in field research on the giant panda, in a
joint project of the Chinese government and the World Wildlife Fund. He gives a riveting account of his
experiences on two levels: observing pandas in their natural and dwindling habitat while simultaneously
coping with bureaucratic obduracy, mismanagement, carelessness and lack of commitment among most of
the Chinese scientific team. From a rugged camp at the Wolong panda reserve in Sichuan province, Schaller
and his wife, Kay, monitored pandas, documenting their travels, courtships, births and deaths. They also
tracked red pandas, golden monkeys and takins (relatives of the musk-ox). The project revealed the
fragmented habitat of the pandas, which exist in isolated populations threatened by local poaching and
depredation of the bamboo forests. Today, fewer than 1000 giant pandas live in the wild. Schaller discusses
the "rent-a-panda" scheme, whereby Western zoos pay huge sums to China to "borrow" pandas for exhibit.
In 1989 the WWF published a conservation strategy for the panda; it has yet to be implemented. Schaller's
account offers a striking example of the conflict between politics and conservation. Photos.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this book, Schaller, the author of The Giant Pandas of Wolong ( LJ 6/1/85) and many popular accounts of
his field research on such animals as lions and gorillas, describes a World Wildlife Fund-sponsored study of
the giant panda, carried out in cooperation with Chinese scientists throughout the 1980s. As the title
suggests, the panda faces the same problems as beloved but endangered animals everywhere: loss of habitat,
poaching, ready markets for pelts as status symbols, breeding problems and "rent a panda" policies in zoos,
and indifferent bureaucrats at every level. An unusual aspect of the panda problem is the periodic die-off of
bamboo, the animal's main diet; Schaller describes the worldwide confusion and concern about pandas
caused by the flowering of bamboo in the mid-1980s. Americans are still crazy about pandas, as the dismay
over the recent death of Ling-Ling at Washington's National Zoo demonstrates. Schaller's reserved and
faintly depressed tone does not make for lively reading, but he has an important story to tell. For most
libraries.
- Beth Clewis, Prince William, P.L., Va.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Last Panda. You can choose the best book if you like reading



a book. So long as we know about how is important the book The Last Panda. You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Coralee Lowe:

The book The Last Panda can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Last Panda? A few of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Last Panda has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Robbie Lewis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the publication untitled The Last Panda can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Lorenzo Maskell:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Last Panda your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not
known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then
become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The The Last Panda
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?
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