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“Remarkable . . . Scott Lynch’s first novel, The Lies of Locke Lamora,
exports the suspense and wit of a cleverly constructed crime caper into an
exotic realm of fantasy, and the result is engagingly entertaining.”—The
Times (London)
 
An orphan’s life is harsh—and often short—in the mysterious island city of
Camorr. But young Locke Lamora dodges death and slavery, becoming a thief
under the tutelage of a gifted con artist. As leader of the band of light-fingered
brothers known as the Gentleman Bastards, Locke is soon infamous, fooling even
the underworld’s most feared ruler. But in the shadows lurks someone still more
ambitious and deadly. Faced with a bloody coup that threatens to destroy
everyone and everything that holds meaning in his mercenary life, Locke vows to
beat the enemy at his own brutal game—or die trying.
 
Praise for The Lies of Locke Lamora
 
“Fresh, original, and engrossing . . . gorgeously realized.”—George R. R.
Martin
 
“Right now, in the full flush of a second reading, I think The Lies of Locke
Lamora is probably in my top ten favorite books ever. Maybe my top five. If you
haven’t read it, you should. If you have read it, you should probably read it
again.”—Patrick Rothfuss, New York Times bestselling author of The Name
of the Wind

“A unique fantasy milieu peopled by absorbing, colorful characters . . . Locke’s
wit and audacity endear him to victims and bystanders alike.”—The Seattle
Times
 
“A true genre bender, at home on almost any kind of fiction shelf . . . Lynch
immediately establishes himself as a gifted and fearless storyteller, unafraid of
comparisons to Silverberg and Jordan, not to mention David Liss and even
Dickens.”—Booklist (starred review)
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“High-octane fantasy . . . a great swashbuckling yarn of a novel.”—Richard
Morgan

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Life imitates art and art scams life in Lynch's debut, a picaresque fantasy that chronicles the career of Locke
Lamora—orphan, thief and leader of the Gentlemen Bastards—from the time the Thiefmaker sells Locke to
the faking Eyeless Priest up to Locke's latest con of the nobility of the land of Camorr. As in any good caper
novel, the plot is littered with obvious and not-so-obvious obstacles, including the secret police of Camorr's
legendary Spider and the mysterious assassinations of gang leaders by the newly arrived Gray King. Locke's
resilience and wit give the book the tragicomic air of a traditional picaresque, rubbery ethics and all. The
villain holds the best moral justification of any of the players. Lynch provides plenty of historical and
cultural information reminiscent of new weirdists Steven Erikson and China Miéville, if not quite as outré.
The only drawback is that the realistic fullness of the background tends to accentuate the unreality of the
melodramatic foreground. (July)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* On a distant world, orphan Locke Lamora is sold into a crew of thieves and con artists.
Soon his natural gifts make him an underworld celebrity, leader of the flamboyantly larcenous Gentleman
Bandits. But there is someone who covets Locke's talents, his success, his very life, forcing him to put
everything on the line to protect himself. With a world so vividly realized that it's positively tactile, and
characters so richly drawn that they threaten to walk right off the page, this is one of those novels that
reaches out and grabs readers, pulling us into the middle of the action. With this debut novel, Lynch
immediately establishes himself as a gifted and fearless storyteller, unafraid of comparisons to Silverberg
and Jordan, not to mention David Liss and even Dickens (the parallels to Oliver Twist offer an appealing
extra dimension to the story, although the novel is no mere reimagining of that Victorian classic). Fans of
lavishly appointed fantasy will be in seventh heaven here, but it will be nearly as popular with readers of
literary crime fiction. This is a true genre bender, at home on almost any kind of fiction shelf. Expect it to be
among the year's most impressive debuts. David Pitt
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
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Liss and even Dickens.”—Booklist (starred review)
 
“High-octane fantasy . . . a great swashbuckling yarn of a novel.”—Richard Morgan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary West:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Lies of Locke Lamora (Gentleman Bastards,
Book 1) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Hannah Norton:

This The Lies of Locke Lamora (Gentleman Bastards, Book 1) usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Lies of Locke Lamora (Gentleman Bastards, Book 1)
can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this The Lies of Locke Lamora (Gentleman Bastards, Book 1) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Angela Souther:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the book untitled The Lies of Locke Lamora (Gentleman Bastards, Book 1) can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Vickie Flores:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,



comics, as well as soon. The The Lies of Locke Lamora (Gentleman Bastards, Book 1) will give you new
experience in reading through a book.
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