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Justice...

Once Dismas Hardy was a cop. Now he spends his days in a lawyer's suit, billing
hours to a corporate client in a downtown San Francisco office. Hardy's wife and
kids like it that way. Then one client changes everything.

Compassion...

Graham Russo, a former baseball star, is charged with murdering his dying
father. Was it suicide, the last desperate act of a dying man? Was it murder? Or
mercy?

Murder...

Now, as a carnival of reporters, activists, cops, lovers, and families throng around
the case, Dismas Hardy is going to trial with a client he doesn't trust, a key
witness he cannot believe, and a system that almost destroyed him once. For
Dismas, this case will challenge everything he believes about the law, about his
family, and about himself. Because a chilling truth is beginning to emerge about
an old man's lonely death. And what Dismas knows could put him next in line to
die. . . .
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Against his better judgment, Dismas Hardy decides to defend fellow attorney and onetime baseball star
Graham Russo, indicted for murder in the death of his ailing father, Sal. At first, Sal's death looks like
suicide--his plans to kill himself before his cancer or his Alzheimer's made life unlivable were well known.
And Graham admits administering morphine to ease his father's suffering. Was it a mercy killing? Maybe.
But then Sal's valuable collection of baseball cards turns up in Graham's safe-deposit box. The stage is set for
a confrontation between Graham and his old law-school rival, now assistant state attorney, and between
Dismas and his old friend, Homicide Chief Abe Glitsky. But an appealing woman cop who falls in love with
her suspect and a senior judge with a personal interest in the trial's outcome keep changing the odds. What
lifts this courtroom drama a notch above Lescroart's earlier mysteries featuring the ruminative and appealing
Hardy are Dismas's reflections on how out of touch he's become with his family--something he'd vowed to
correct until Graham Russo came to him for help. Veteran stage and screen actor John Shea captures Hardy's
inner conflicts in a voice soft with the glow of fine Irish whiskey; audio fans are in for a treat. (Running
time: six hours, four cassettes) --Jane Adams

From Publishers Weekly
Lescroart's multilayered 1999 novel, the fifth to feature San Francisco bartender-turned-barrister Dismas
Hardy, is a heady brew of courtroom drama, hot topics (assisted suicide), and family dynamics among richly
drawn characters. David Colacci, the primary narrator of the series, brings back his renditions of Hardy's
easygoing but always intelligent voice and his police lieutenant Abe Glitsky's hoarse delivery, along with
introducing a cast of new characters. New interpretations include a gruff, halting speech pattern for
fishmonger Salvatore Russo, an Alzheimer's sufferer whose death triggers the plot; the calm, almost beatific
voice of Sal's son, Graham, who's charged with Salvatore's murder; and the fluty, aristocratic murmurs of
Sal's socially prominent, long-since-remarried ex-wife. Though the author may go a little too far in placing
the heroic Hardy in final jeopardy, Colacci maintains the perfect pace throughout, moving us through the
thrills to a smooth and satisfying conclusion. A Dell paperback. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Library Journal
Bartender-turned-lawyer Dismas Hardy follows up his successful venture in The 13th Juror with a new case:
did lawyer Graham Russo, once a promising ball player, mercifully kill his dying father with morphine, or
was it murder?
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Mercy Rule (Dismas Hardy, Book 5). You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book
The Mercy Rule (Dismas Hardy, Book 5). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In



this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Christopher Hunnicutt:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled The Mercy Rule (Dismas Hardy, Book 5) can be very good book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Lisa Rice:

You can obtain this The Mercy Rule (Dismas Hardy, Book 5) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Ellis Dunn:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Mercy Rule (Dismas Hardy, Book 5) can make you experience more interested to read.
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