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‘It is inordinately difficult for most people to relate past events described by earth
scientists to the world we see around us today. Reason and logic are strained
when they describe mountains that were once seas, or seas where there were once
mountains. It is hoped that this book will go some way to alleviating this kind of
difficulty.’-- from the Introduction Southern Africa is without equal in terms of
geology, a treasure trove of valuable minerals with a geological history dating
back some 3 600 million years. In addition, the evolution of plants and animals,
especially mammals and dinosaurs, is well preserved in the region, which also
has among the best records of the origin of modern man. The Story of Earth and
Life provides a fascinating insight into this remarkable history – how southern
Africa’s mineral deposits were formed, how its life evolved and how its
landscape was shaped. Along the way readers will be enthralled by accounts of
the Big Bang that marked the beginning of time and matter, by drifting and
colliding continents, folding and fracturing rocks, meteors colliding with the
Earth, volcanic eruptions, and the start of life. Other topics include why South
Africa is so rich in minerals, how glacial deposits came to be found in the Karoo,
why dinosaurs became extinct, how mammals developed from reptiles, and how
closely humans are related to the apes. The answers to many such questions can
be found here. The book is comprehensively illustrated with explanatory
diagrams and full color photographs.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Prof. Terence McCarthy is Professor of Mineral Geochemistry at the University of the Witwatersrand. He
has wide research interests in the earth sciences, including economic and environmental geology,
geochemistry and geomorphology, and is a leading expert on the geology of wetlands, especially the
Okavango Delta in Botswana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Gauvin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Story Of Earth & Life: A Southern African Perspective on
a 4.6-Billion-Year Journey. Try to make the book The Story Of Earth & Life: A Southern African
Perspective on a 4.6-Billion-Year Journey as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when
you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Carlos Lauzon:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Story Of Earth & Life: A Southern African Perspective on a 4.6-Billion-
Year Journey why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Linda Meier:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Story Of Earth & Life: A
Southern African Perspective on a 4.6-Billion-Year Journey as well as others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Story Of Earth & Life: A Southern
African Perspective on a 4.6-Billion-Year Journey to make your spare time considerably more colorful.



Many types of book like here.

Hermelinda Anthony:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Story Of Earth & Life: A Southern African Perspective on a 4.6-Billion-
Year Journey can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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