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Deconstruction is no game of mirrors, revealing the text as a play of surface
against surface. Its more radical philosophical effort is to get behind the mirror
and question the very nature of reflection. The Tain of the Mirror (tain names the
tinfoil, or lusterless back of the mirror) explores that gritty surface without which
no reflection would be possible. Gasche does what no one has done before in
many discussions of Derrida, namely to tie his work in an authoritative way to its
origins in the history of the criticism of reflexivity.
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Deconstruction is no game of mirrors, revealing the text as a play of surface against surface. Its more radical
philosophical effort is to get behind the mirror and question the very nature of reflection. The Tain of the
Mirror (tain names the tinfoil, or lusterless back of the mirror) explores that gritty surface without which no
reflection would be possible. Gasche does what no one has done before in many discussions of Derrida,
namely to tie his work in an authoritative way to its origins in the history of the criticism of reflexivity.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This challenging, difficult book will be accessible only to those familiar with phenomenology and
continental philosophy, as well as the history of philosophy back to the ancients. Gasche demonstrates a
masterful grasp of all these areas as he elucidates those aspects of Derrida's thinking on "deconstruction" that
relate to "reflexivity"the traditional philosophical quest for "the ultimate foundation of what is." Given the
complexity and breadth of the undertaking, and the necessity of dealing with the technical jargon found in
such figures as Kant, Hegel, Husserl, Heidegger, Ricoeur, etc., Gasche's exposition is admirably fluid and
clear. For all collections serving scholars in the pertinent fields.Leon H. Brody, U.S. Office of Personnel
Management Lib. , Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
A brilliant book that holds more for students of philosophy or literature than any other single work on. (J. W
Maclnnes Choice)

A formidable book ...[A] splendidly full and orderly synthesis of Derrida's thought, which makes a
meticulous case for him as a philosopher of real substance, given the radical nature of his investigations in
the philosophies of language and of meaning. (John Sturrock London Review of Books)

A challenging book . . . It is beautifully organized and clear throughout, and will repay extensive study.
Gasche's success in situating Derrida in relation to the philosophical tradition is such that it should make
Derrida's thought unavoidable (incontournable, Derrida might say) for anyone concerned, today, with the
history of philosophy. (Christopher Fynsk Review of Metaphysics)

From the Back Cover
The Tain of the Mirror explores that gritty surface without which no reflection would be possible.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

This The Tain of the Mirror: Derrida and the Philosophy of Reflection are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Tain of the Mirror: Derrida and the Philosophy
of Reflection can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Tain of the Mirror: Derrida and the
Philosophy of Reflection forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Thomas Carlson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Tain of
the Mirror: Derrida and the Philosophy of Reflection suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Tain of the Mirror: Derrida and the Philosophy of
Reflectionis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand
the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world on this book.

Minerva Garrison:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Tain of the Mirror: Derrida and the Philosophy of Reflection your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The The Tain of the Mirror: Derrida and the Philosophy of Reflection
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for
your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Elaine Sitz:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is The Tain of the Mirror: Derrida and the Philosophy of Reflection this publication consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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